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Information Disclosure Statement 
(37 C.F.R. §1 . 97 (d) ) 

Sir: 

The following information is being disclosed to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office as information that may be 
material to the examination of the above -identified patent 
application. 

A search report has issued in a counterpart foreign 
application (EP 03001370) . The search report includes 

citation of art, which was previously not cited in the present 
U.S. patent application. 

Copies of the art are enclosed with a Form PTO-144 9 for the 
Examiner's use. A copy of the search report wherein these 
references were cited is also enclosed. 
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Each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a 

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this Statement. 

The filing of this Statement is not to be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made regarding the 
claimed invention (37 C.F.R. §1. 97(g)) or that no other 
possible material information exists. In addition, the filing 
of this Statement is not to be construed to be an admission 
that the information cited in the Statement is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability (37 C.F.R. 
§1.97 (h) ) . 

Respectfully submitted, 


Christine Wilkes Beninati (Reg. No. 37,967) Date ^' 

Customer No. : 29683 

Harrington & Smith, LLP 
4 Research Drive 
Shelton, CT 06484-6212 
203-925-9400 
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with the United States Postal Service as first class mail on 
the date shown below in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner For Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria VA 22313- 
1450 . 
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COMMUNICATION 


The European Patent Office herewth transmits 
g] the European search report 
n the declaration under Rule 45 EPC 
n the partial European search report under Rule 46 EPC 

n ihe supplementary European search report concerning the international application under Anicle 1 57(2) EPC 

relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. Copies of ihe documents cited In the search report are 
enclosed. 

The following specifications given by the applicant have been approved by the Search Division ; 

IS Abstract SI '^'^^^ IS ^'9ure 

n The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is anached to this communication 

[~1 The following figure will be published with the abstract, since the Search Division considers that It beoer characterises 
the invention than the one indicated by the applicant. 

Figure: 

g Additional copy(copies) of the documents cited in the European search report 

REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 

If applicable under Article 1 0 Rules relating to fees, a separate communication 
from the Receiving Section on the refund of the search fee will be sent later 
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Application Number 


CLAIMS INCURRING FEES 


the present European patent appljcation comprised at the Time of filing more than ten claims. 

□ Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and tor those claims for which claims fees have 
been paid, namely cla}m(s): 


□ No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for the first ten claims 


The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 


see sheet B 


All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for ail claims. 


□ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional fee. 


□ Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European 
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 


□ None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the Invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 
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EP 03 OQ 1370 


Application Number 


The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely; 


1. Claims: l-15»28-32 

Splice connector with anti -reverse clip 

2. Claims: 16-24 

Splice connector with interlocking device of the wedges 

3. Claims: 25-27 

Splice connector having a body with special grooves 
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EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 


Application ttumbar 

EP G3 00 137G 


DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Citation of document with indication, wliera appropriate, 
of relevant passages 


Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
to cla im [ APPLlCA-noN Ont.a.7) 


GB 858 703 A (CHARLES DUNCAN HENRY WEBB) 
11 January 1961 (1961-01-11) 

* column 3. line 1 - line 40 * 

* figures 1,2 * 


US 3 205 300 A (BECKER STEPHEN P) 
7 September 1965 (1965-09-07) 

column 2, line 55 - line 72 * 
* figures 1.4,12 * 


US 4 863 403 A (SHANNON SUEL G) 
5 September 1989 (1989-09-05) 

* abstract * 

* figures 1-5 * 

US 6 068 525 A (DE KEYSER MARCEL L) 

30 May 2000 (2000-05-30) 

* figure 2 * 

US 4 451 104 A (HODGSON STEN E ET AL) 
29 May 1984 (1984-05-29) 

* abstract; figures 1-3 * 

US 1 657 970 A (ERCOLE POLITI) 

31 January 1928 (1928-01-31) 

* figures 1-5 * 


The present search report has been drawn up tor all claims 
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12.13,15 

2-11,14 

15,17, 

20-24. 

26-32 
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24 June 2003 


Chelbosu, L 
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16 December 1986 (1986-12-16) 

* abstract * 

* figures 1-5 * 
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ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP G3 00 137G 


This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cftad in th^ alaove-mentioned European search repon 
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on 

The European Patent Office is In no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information. 

24-06-2003 


Patent document 

Publication 

Patent family 
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cited in search report 

date 
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data 


GB 8587G3 


ll-Gl-1961 NONE 


US 32053GG A 07-09-1965 NONE 


US 48634G3 

A 

G5-09-1989 

CA 

1304803 C 

07-07-1992 

US 6068525 

A 

30-05-2OGG 

ES 

2116223 Al 

01-G7-1998 




DE 

69700766 Dl 

16-12-1999 




DE 

69700766 72 

02-03-2000 




EP 

0810687 Al 

03-12-1997 


US 4451104 A 29-05-1984 NONE 


US 1657970 A 31-01-1928 NONE 
US 4629274 A 16-12-1986 NONE 


For mo;e details about this annex . see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No.. 12/82 
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GB-858703-A 

01-11-1961 

Charles Duncan Henry Webb 

N/A 


OTHER DOCUMENTS (Author (Capitalize), Title, Date, Pages, Etc., if known) 


Examiner's Signature: | Pate Considered: 

Initial if reference was considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP. Mark through citation if not considered. 
Include a copy of this citation fomi with your next correspondence to the AppHcant(s). 


